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MEMBER STATES

The Natura 2000 Barometer:
commentary on progress

The existing barometer monitors progress 
in the implementation of both the 
Habitats and the Birds Directives in all 27 
countries up to November 2009. 

Since the last barometer was issued in 
December 2008, progress has been made 
in a number of countries. Poland, Lithuania 
and Spain have significantly increased the 
number of both SPAs and SCIs within their 
respective countries. Poland’s SPA list is 
now considered largely complete. The 
Czech Republic has also added new sites 
to its SCI list.

Following the increased focus on 
completing the Natura 2000 Network for 
the marine environment, another 
biogeographical seminar was held in 
Sopot, Poland, from 23 to 25 November 
2009, this time for the Baltic Sea region.

France, Denmark and the Netherlands 
have all added significant new marine 
areas to their SCI lists and/or SPA lists. As a 
result, the total marine area included in 
the Natura 2000 Network for each of  
these countries has more than doubled.  
In France the increase in marine area is 
over fourfold. 

With regard to evaluating the 
completeness of national SPA networks, 
there is no biogeographical screening 
process, but the Commission makes use of 
different scientific references, including 
national inventories, where they exist, and 
the Important Bird Areas’ (IBAs) 
publications of BirdLife International.

➜
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* % of SCI or SPA terrestrial area compared to MS 
terrestrial area

** The area and % of territory corresponds to the area of 
Cyprus where the Community acquis applies at present, 
according to protocol 10 of the Accession Treaty of 
Cyprus

*** Several marine sites, but no information on marine 
areas provided in the database

**** No surface areas provided in the Romanian 
database
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SITES OF COMMUNITY IMPORTANCE (SCIs)
 Habitats Directive
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