Marine litter
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Plastics* production is stable in Europe and grows globally
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Plastics production
in million tonnes Europe

(EU28+NO/CH)
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*Includes plastics materials (thermoplastics and polyurethanes)
and ather plastics (thermosets, adhesives, coatings and sealants).
Source: PlasticsEurope (PEMRG) / Consultic Does not include the following fibers: PET-, PA-, PP- and polyacryl-fibers.



Already at Added each Micro-plastics
sea year

Over 150 5 to 13 million ?
million tons  tons per year

80.000 to
220.000 tons
2 to 5 million 150.000 to per year
tonnes 500.000 (primary)
tons per year

70.000 to
275.000 tons
(secondary)

Source: Eunomia for DG ENV, January 2016 (adapted)
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Beach litter composition__~/

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

*

* Xk
* *
*

* *

* g K

European

Commission
I

M Black Sea

® North/Atlantic

" Mediterranean

M Baltic

= |
S e &S ©
N\ & RN © & N
> N XS
X g
o) \S
QS s Q/@ O\\S&
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Microplastics
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Main impacts

European
Commission
f

e Environmental
e Social
e Economic (tourism)

* Microplastics



A shared problem

Regional cooperation around Europe

 The Regional Seas Conventions in Mediterranean, North East
Atlantic and Baltic have adopted and implementing Action
plans; Black Sea: preparations started

At global level

* Rio+20 ("..achieve significant reductions by 2025..") translated
in SDG 14

e G7 Action Plan against marine litter (2015); possible
upgrading to G20 level

e UNEA-2 (2016) Plastic litter and microplastics study and new
resolution
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Main EU pblicy responses

Quality of the marine environment

Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD)

Land-based sources

Waste management legislation, including on plastic bags

Waste water treatment and Water Framework directive

Sea-based sources

Port Reception facilities Directive, Common Fisheries Policy
Awareness-raisng/behavioural change

Life+, EMFF, RTD, Development/Neighbourhood policy, Interreg projects
Removal

Life+, EMFF, RTD, Development/Neighbourhood policy, Interreg projects

......Circular Economy Package
......0Cean Governance Communication
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Marine Strategy Framework Directive

Good Environmental Status (GES)

"Properties and quantities of marine litter do not cause harm
to the coastal and marine environment."

GES Decision

Establish, at Union level, threshold values. for litter and microlitter on
beaches/water column/seafloor, for litter ingested by marine animals and

for adverse effects (entanglement, other types of injury or mortality or
health effects, of the species concerned due to litter).




Strategy on Plastics

The level of marine pollution with plastic litter
and microplastics Is alarming. Microplastics are
entering the food chain with yet unknown
consequences. The Circular Economy Action Plan
refers to an aspirational 30% reduction target for
litter items found on beaches and for fishing gear
found at sea.... "




EU actions

Plastic strategy (end 2017)
Roadmap published in January 2017

3 areas of investigation
Towards circular plastics
Alternative feed stock
Reduce litter

Hierarchisation — Preventing marine litter > Corrective
actions
Integrated actions to reduce micro plastics from all sources

Increase recyclability/reusability of macro plastics
Actions on the most found items
All sources/pathways considered



Marine litter

Aspirational target of 30% reduction for beach litter

and lost fishing gear
Strategy for most found items (?)

In the waste proposal:
Higher recycling target for plastics (55% by 2025), to be defined for
2030
Litter included in the waste management plans
Common rules on Extended Producer Responsibility
¢ links between fees paid and recyclability/reparability
e Contribution of the producer to public campaigns




Generally thought to have a lower contribution, but regional
differences (up to 50% in NE Atlantic) and high impact
(e.g. entanglement in fishing nets)

Less well studied, difficult access to information (e.q.
offshore installations, lost containers etc..)

Mostly not regulated (only EU instrument addressing them
explicitly is PRF Directive, with many limitations, ABNJ
etc..)




Existing commitments

=>» Meet good environmental status by 2020 (Marine
Directive)

=>» Circular Economy Package
v’ Target for beach litter and lost fishing gear (30% by 2020)
v’ Plastics Strategy by 2017

=>» Definition of a new reduction target by 2020 (7th EAP)
=» SDG 14 and Rio+20

=» Ocean Governance




Next steps and challenges

=>» Detailed investigation of aquaculture and waste from fishing activities,
in line with Ocean Governance Communication; fishing gear is partially
adressed by CFP, could be better tackled through PRF amendment;
measures possible under Strategy for Plastics

=» Adress other sea-based sources, in line with Ocean Governance
Communication (for example containers lost at sea, offshore
installations)

=>» Assessing of global governance for marine litter (UNEA-3, December
2017)




http://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/good-environmental-
status/descriptor-10/index_en.htm




