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P reamble
The Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) is aimed at promoting the sustainable growth of maritime economies, the sustainable
development of marine areas and the sustainable use of marine resources.
The MSP is one of the available tools to implement the Integrated Maritime Policy (IMP) of the European Union (EU) and it is
regulated by Directive 2014/89/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council, of 23 July 2014, establishing a framework
for maritime spatial planning. In addition, the Directive 2008/56/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council, of 17
June 2008, establishing a framework for community action in the field of marine environmental policy (Marine Strategy
Framework Directive) constitutes the environmental pillar of the IMP.
The Directive on maritime spatial planning was transposed into the Spanish legal system by virtue of Royal Decree 363/2017,
of 8 April, establishing a framework for maritime spatial planning.
This Royal Decree, in turn, sets out a regulatory development of Law 41/2010, of 29 December, on the protection of the
marine environment. This fact will facilitate that the level of cummulative presures from maritime activites is kept within levels
that are compatible with the achievement of Good Environmental Status (GES) and that the capacity of marine ecosystems
to respond to human-induced changes is not compromised.
To implement the maritime spatial planning it is necessary to apply an ecosystem based approach, taking into account landsea interactions as well as the expected changes due to climate change.

G lossary

of terms

MARITIME SPATIAL PLANNING (MSP). Process by which the relevant Member State’s authorities analyse and organise human
activities in marine areas to achieve ecological, economic and social objectives.
MARINE SUBDIVISIONS. Subdivisions of Spanish marine regions, as set out in Law 41/2010, of 29 December, on the protection
of the marine environment. There are five marine subdivisions, and a Maritime Spatial Plan shall be performed for each of them.
MARINE STRATEGIES (MS). Instrument for the planning of the marine environment, which establishes a framework for Community
action in the field of marine environment policies, and which is mainly aimed at achieving a good environmental status for our
seas, at the latest in 2020.
ECOSYSTEM APPROACH. It is based on the application of scientific methods, which are aimed at the levels of biological
organisation comprising the processes, functions and essential interactions between the organisms and their environment.
Within the context of the MSP, the ecosystem approach regarding the management of human activities is a tool to achieve a
balance between the pressure exercised by human activities and the conservation of the marine environment. This is crucial in
order to accomplish or maintaine the good environmental status and the sustainable use of marine goods and services by current
and future generations.
GOOD ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS (GES). Status that gives rise to oceans and seas which are ecologically diverse and dynamic,
clean, healthy and productive within the context of their intrinsic conditions, and in which the use of the marine environment is
sustainable, safeguarding the potential for uses and activities by current and future generations
INTEGRATED MARITIME POLICY (IMP). A EU policy with the aim to foster coordinated and coherent decision-making to
maximise the sustainable development, economic growth and social cohesion of Member States, and notably the coastal,
insular and outermost regions in the Union, as well as maritime sectors, through coherent maritime-related policies and relevant
international cooperation.
BLUE ECONOMY. This concept includes those economic activities taking place in the marine environment, those using resources
from the sea, as well as those economic activities involved in the production of goods or the provision of services which will have
a direct impact in the activities taking place in the marine environment.

EU

integrated maritime policy

The high and rapidly increasing demand for maritime space for different purposes -such as installations for the production of
energy from renewable sources, oil and gas exploration and exploitation, maritime shipping and fishing activities, ecosystem
and biodiversity conservation, the extraction of raw materials, tourism, aquaculture installations and the protection of
underwater cultural heritage- as well as the multiple pressures on coastal resources, require an integrated planning and
management approach.
The objective of the Integrated Maritime Policy is thus to support the blue economy and the sustainable development of seas
and oceans and to develop coordinated, coherent and transparent decision-making in relation to the Union’s sectoral policies
affecting the oceans, seas, islands, coastal and outermost regions and maritime sectors.
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S ea - basin

strategies

The IMP fosters the design of growth and
development strategies that make use of
the advantages and face the difficulties of
each EU maritime region. As a result, the socalled sea-basin regional strategies have been
progressively developed.
Regarding the Spanish marine waters,
the Atlantic Strategy and the Western
Mediterranean initiative must be highlighted.
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S ubject

and scope
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W hy

is maritime spatial planning necessary ?

The convergence of activities in the maritime space requires an effective management that:
►
►
►
►

is compatible with the achievement of a good environmental status and the environmental objectives of marine strategies;
mitigates potential present and future spatial conflicts;
considers the emerging sectors in the sea as the result of the most recent technological development;
pursues the identification of potential synergistic relationships between the different activities, so that they are more
profitable and sustainable over time.
Therefore, the MSP is a process that enables, under a holistic and multi-disciplinary vision to manage a complex environment
where activities of very different nature are developed.
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M aritime S patial P lanning O bjectives
The Maritime Spatial Plans shall set out certain objectives meeting the following requisites:
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C ollaboration

and coordination among public administrations

The procedure to prepare the Maritime Spatial Plans is regulated in article 7 of Royal Decree 363/2017, of 8 April, and implies
the coordination between the different Administrations.
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P ublic participation
S patial P lans

in the preparation of the

M aritime

Guaranteeing the public participation and involvement of all stakeholders from the initial stages is required. This implies:
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P rocess
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to prepare

M aritime S patial P lans

C ontents

of the plans for maritime spatial planning

Maritime Spatial Plans include the spatial and temporal distribution of relevant activities and uses -both existing and futurein Spanish marine waters, considering the interactions between them and with the aim to contribute to the compliance with
the MSP objectives.

a) aquaculture areas; b) fishing areas; c) installations and infrastructures for the exploration, exploitation and extraction of oil, of gas and other energy
resources, of minerals and aggregates, and for the production of energy from renewable sources; d) maritime transport routes and traffic flows; e) disposal
areas; f) areas and facilities of interest to the National Defence, as well as the marine areas used for the development of exercises of the Armed Forces;
g) habitat and species conservation sites and protected areas, especially those included in the Spanish Inventory of Natural Heritage and Biodiversity; h)
raw material extraction areas; i) scientific research; j) submarine cable and pipeline routes; k) tourist, leisure, cultural and sports activities, l) underwater
cultural heritage; m) elements of marine green infrastructure.
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H ow ?
In order to ensure the
consistency and coordination
of the Maritme Spatial Plans
throughout the maritime
region concerned, Spain will
cooperate with EU Member
States whose waters are
contiguous to Spanish waters,
through existing cooperation
structures.
Likewise,
Spain
shall
cooperate
with
third
countries, in compliance with
the Law and International
Conventions,
through
institutional cooperation or
existing international forums.
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L inks between M aritime S patial P lanning
S trategies

and

M arine
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M onitoring
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of

M aritime Spatial Plans

I nitiatives

for transboundary cooperation

Spain participates in several transboundary
cooperation projects with neighbouring
Member States.
The importance of these projects lies in
their usefulness as laboratories intended for
building the technical capacities necessary
for the appropriate implementation of
the Maritime Spatial Planning Framework
Directive (Directive 2014/89/EU, of 23 July
2014) adapted to the different Spanish marine
subdivisions. The results include:
► collection of the best scientific and spatial
information;
► the identification of relevant
socioeconomic stakeholders, and the
establishment of networks;
► development and testing of
methodologies for implementing the
maritime spatial planning in Spanish
subdivisions.
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B enefits

of maritime spatial planning

The advantages of the MSP are the following:
1. Reduction of conflicts among sectors and creation of synergies between the different activities.
2. Fostering of blue growth, through predictability, transparency and clear regulations. This will facilitate the promotion of
new renewable energy sources and networks, the establishment of marine protected areas and facilitating investments
in maritime space, among other issues.
3. Promotes coordination between public administrations of each country, using a single instrument to balance the
development of the different maritime activities.
4. Facilitates transboundary cooperation between EU countries on cables, pipelines, maritime routes, wind farms, etc.
5. Protects the environment by ensuring that the use and exploitation of resources is compatible with the conservation of
marine ecosystems, their goods and services.
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R esults

of maritime spatial planning

The MSP shall contribute to the effective management of maritime activities, and to the sustainable exploitation of coastal
and marine resources, ensuring that the GES of the maritime environment is maintained, and creating a framework that
allows coherent, transparent and sustainable decision-making processes, based on the best available knowledge.
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